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Library Registration & Use 
OPAC– Online catalogue: http://polovea.sebina.it/SebinaOpac/Opac (entire Venetian system of 43 
libraries; there is an option to narrow searches to only provide results from specific libraries) 
Please note that the online catalogue only includes holdings acquired since 1990; the libraries have printed cards in their 
catalogue rooms for holdings acquired before then.  
 
Biblioteca Nazionale Marciana  
Piazzetta San Marco, 7, 30124 Venezia; marciana.venezia.sbn.it 
 
Opening Hours:    Monday–Friday, 8:00am–7:00pm 
     Saturday, 8:00am–1:30pm 
     Sunday closed 
 
Hours to request materials: Monday–Friday, 8:30am–4:45pm 
     Saturday, 8:30am–1:00pm 
 
Registration for a new card: Monday–Saturday, 8:00am–1:30pm 
 
The national library has excellent references on the history and art of Venice and has all Italian and 
English language resources. This should be students’ first stop for art history research. 
 
All users must register for a reader’s card upon their first visit. Bring your passport to the 
registration room (“Ufficio Orientamento,” immediately to the right upon entering); tell the staff you 
want to register for a new reader’s card (“Vorrei iscrivermi per una nuova tessera di accesso”). The 
staff will ask for your permanent address (not your address in Venice) and take your photo. You can 
begin using the library once you have acquired your card.  
This office is only open Monday–Saturday, 8:00am–1:30pm. 
Nota bene: the orientation staff tends to speak Italian only. 
 
You need to leave all bags in the storage lockers before entering the reading rooms. After swiping 
your reader’s card at the entry desk, turn right into the Sala di Lettura Stampati (Printed Books Room). 
There is a librarian on duty at the desk at the far end who is available to consult with research 
questions (who may or may not speak English). The catalogue room is to the right, with a printed 
card catalogue and two computers for searching the online catalogue.  
 
This is a closed-stacks library; materials must be requested by filling out a yellow request form for 
each item and dropped off at the request window (near the entrance). Readers may only request 6 
items per day. Librarians will call out readers’ names when materials become available (on busy days 
can take up to an hour). 
 
Bibliotteca Querini Stampalia 
Campo S. Maria Formosa, Castello, 5252, 30122 Venezia; http://www.querinistampalia.org/eng/library.php 
 
Opening Hours:   Tuesday–Saturday, 10:00am–12:00am 
     Sunday, 10:00am–7:00pm 
 
Near Santa Maria Formosa in Castello. This library contains a general-use collection, but also some 
basic volumes on Venetian art and architecture, and is particularly useful since it was founded 
specifically for students. There is free Wi-Fi access in the reading rooms, and photocopiers. 
Librarians are available for consultation during open hours. The staff speaks Italian, but many staff 
members speak English.  
 
You need to register for a reader’s card the first time you visit; bring your passport and fill out the 
new reader’s card form. New registration hours are the same as opening hours. You may begin using 
the library immediately when you receive your card. This is an open-stacks, browsable library, 
although some rare materials must be requested. 


